
CAITLIN LONEGAN

Born in 1982 in Long Island, New York, Caitlin Lonegan is a Los Angeles-based painter whose work explores the fugitive nature of 
optical phenomena in her studio environment. Translating these elusive experiences of light and space into paintings and drawings, she 
builds works that are layered with enigmatic color and gesture. Her distinctive abstractions have the effect of accumulated memories– 
impressions filtered through the prism of time and imagination, articulated with fractures and lapses, suggesting ephemeral and fleeting 
moments that flash and disappear from deep within the artist’s consciousness. Lonegan’s practice is immersed in observations of light; 
her approach responds to the empirical properties of color and its power to shape human perception. Expressed through the materiality 
of paint and pigment in lyrical, poetic and improvisational compositions, her canvases metabolize the image through the skin of their 
surface and the depth of illusionistic space.

Lonegan is informed by a background in studying applied physics, including undertaking a research project–funded by a Mellon Foundation 
grant–on the optics of color perception. In her work, she uses abstraction as a system to reduce variables, and creates a structure within 
her visual language from which she can deviate and repeat processes in different contexts (ie. changing scale, substrate, color, form). 
Applying her scientific knowledge of physics and awareness of material properties, she builds paintings that translate accumulated 
experiences of her environment into one single object or visual frame. Lonegan’s painting practice approaches the notion of seriality 
in new and unique ways. Neither exclusively process-oriented or project-focused, she forges a distinctive framework that builds off of 
histories of abstraction. The seriality in her oeuvre instead emerges from a set of questions that the artist asks and explores, imparting 
personal agency that she weaves between the imprinted layers of her aqueous and atmospheric marks.

The range and complexity of hues Lonegan employs reveals her acute sensitivity to the optics of color. Metallic and iridescent paints 
flicker and oscillate on the surface, interspersed with a palette that engages the full prismatic spectrum of colors. Pigments shift and 
dissolve on the canvas, creating varied and unexpected moments of physicality within the picture plane as the viewer moves through 
space around the paintings.

Lonegan received her BA from Yale University in Art and Applied Physics in 2005 and her MFA from the University of California, Los 
Angeles in 2010. She currently lives and works in Los Angeles, CA.

Her work has been presented in numerous solo exhibitions at Vito Schnabel Gallery, New York, NY (2021); Galerie nächst St. Stephan 
Rosemarie Schwarzwälder, Vienna, Austria (2021, 2018); Susanne Vielmetter, Los Angeles, CA (2018); ACME, Los Angeles, CA (2012; 
2010); and Wake up Early Fear Death: Caitlin Lonegan, Rebecca Morris, Laura Owens, a series of three solo exhibitions curated by Philipp 
Kaiser, Galerie nächst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwälder, Austria, Vienna (2014). Group exhibitions include Abstract Painting Now! 
Gerhard Richter, Katharina Grosse, Sean Scully, Kunsthalle Krems, Krems, Austria (2017) and the major survey show Made in L.A. 2014, 
UCLA Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA (2014).

Lonegan’s works can be found in many museums and permanent collections, including the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los 
Angeles, CA; Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA; Sammlung Goetz, Munich, Germany; Berezdivin Collection, Puerto Rico; Strauss 
Collection, Rancho Santa Fe, CA; Benton Museum, Pomona College, Pomona, CA; and the SoArt Collection, Vienna, Austria. 
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